Why doesn’t Texas Blessings have a set adoption fee?
Putting a price on the life of an animal is difficult, and so TBR has elected not to do so.  Most rescues have set adoption fees based on size, gender, species, etc.  TBR has elected to allow our potential adopters to set their own donation amount, and there are several reasons for this.  
For starters, it would be very unfair and impractical to have a set fee apply to small pure-bred, easily adoptable animals that is applied to larger, more difficult to place mixed breeds.  In trying to determine an appropriate donation amount people often ask, “How much did you spend at the vet?”  While this information could provide a valid starting point for making that determination, it fails to consider the bigger picture.  There are many times an animal’s condition at intake requires greater veterinary intervention amd expense than an adopter would ever likely pay.  If TBR were to have a set adoption fee based on vet services alone, they would be full of animals they could never get adopted out because their vet bills were too high!  On the other hand, there are rare occasions where a pet’s original owner has elected to have TBR place a beloved family pet for them which is in need of little or no veterinary care.  Unfortunately, there are also animals who come to TBR too weak, sick, or unstable to ever be adopted out.  TBR volunteers have had to attend to quite a few parvo cases, distemper, EPM (horses), tetanus, and so forth, many of whom didn’t live to be adopted, and most of whom left behind significant vet bills anyway.  They are glad to be able to spare some family the heartbreak of having to endure the expense and emotional turmoil associated with such deaths, and they are glad to at least be able to be the kind and gentle caregiver at the end of those precious lives.
Please understand, you are not buying this animal, you are simply saying, “We understand what rescue is about and that there are significant expenses involved.  We appreciate what your rescue does and thank you for saving the life of this, our newest family member.”  Rest assured, you couldn’t pay the TBS owners and volunteers to do what they do if you had to.  Not only do they spend over $10,000.00 yearly for food (not to mention hay, vet care, meds., flea preventatives, de-wormers, shampoos, grooming, etc. etc. etc) out of their own pocket, they have sacrificed their lives and lifestyle to the animals they serve.  They cannot travel out of town or be gone more than a few hours unless highly trained (and usually paid) persons step in and provide ongoing care in their absence.  They deal with vet visits, post-surgery care, vaccinations, vomit, diarrhea, puppy chewing, flower bed digging, barking, howling, scratching and living a life in total disarray so that you won’t have to.  There is no way one could pay the true value of receiving an animal that’s been fostered (i.e.: boarded), thoroughly evaluated, quarantined, socialized, trained, house broken, crate trained, etc.  Your donation is your way of saying “Thank you!” and ultimately, knowing that each animal they’ve dealt with has found a great home is the only real pay they receive.
What is an appropriate donation?

We understand that there is a certain air of distrust toward strangers in general and charities in particular and that its difficult to hand over hard-earned money to an organization you are not familiar with.  Get to know them!  Visit and feel free to check with their local feed store (Bay City Feed (979) 245-2712), their vets (Dr. Criswell (979) 245-5738, Palacios Vet (361)972-3214),  local law enforcement authorities, Google or Yahoo! Search the owners (Ron Ruthrauff, Susan Dancer).  Do whatever you need to do to feel comfortable first before you apply to adopt.  They are trusting you with a life they’ve invested in significantly and it’s important that trust flow both ways.

When you apply to adopt an animal, you are saying that you are willing to take on its continued care.  In order for you to be able to assert this, you must have some idea of the value of the care already given.  There is no right or wrong donation amount.  Now having said that, let me say this:  If a potential adopter offers a 5# bag of cheap dog food toward adoption, what that statement says about his appreciation for rescue and the dog will probably lead to the discovery of other information that will cause his application to be declined.  If an applicant says something along the lines of “We’d like to donate but we can’t right now because __________ but we’d love it and give it a great home”  TBR’s adoption committee is going to say “And if this animal had a veterinary emergency, you’d take care of it…how?”  Financial responsibility is an important thing.
We ask that you be as generous as you comfortably can and do not ask that you be excessive.  An adoption application is never turned down base on donation amount alone.  It is not uncommon for adoptive families to make “thank you” donations long after their new pet is settled in, and those are certainly appreciated and put to good use as well.
